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much work was done as possible. As the overseers had to
answer to him, so had he to answer to his superiors. For
his own reassurance that there should be no slackness, his
practice was to select from the convicts the worst behaved
and most indolent as overseers and other subordinates, his
theory being that such men,, being most afraid of hardship
and work themselves, would not be squeamish as to the
methods by which they carried out his wishes, and main-
tained their own positions. There was almost competition
among the overseers in severity of treatment, and if one,
working a gang of fifty men, had ten of them flogged every
week, it was arithmetically certain that another, with only
twenty-five men under him, would see to it that not less
than five of his gang were taken to court.
It was from a similar motive that the Superintendent
would put two equal gangs of men at the same kind of
work alongside each other, so that the overseers would
overwork their separate gangs in order to accomplish more
work each by his own men. The rough treatment of the
convicts which resulted from this and other methods of
brutal oppression is something which is known to at least
a few living people from the talk of their elders, and doubt-
less there are grandchildren now in the colony who have
heard traditional tales of what their forbears suffered.
Rashleigh and his fellow-gangsmen were soon grimed
from head to foot and half blinded with smoke from the
fires, while his naked feet felt as if they were continuously
burning. He had not recovered from the terrible exertion
of humping the heavy coil of rope and, being unused to
heavy muscular labour, he was in a state of semi-collapse,
when with some others he was put to the handspikes to
help turn a great butt of a tree which was partly embedded
in the earth. Scarcely able to see, and awkward from un-
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